
 

FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
 
 
This special issue of the African Journal of Drug and Alcohol Studies is devoted to the 
theme of substance use and HIV/AIDS in Africa. Though substance abuse, especially 
injecting drug use, has long been associated with HIV infection in western countries and 
is today the driving force behind the rapid spread of infections in some low and middle 
income countries, not much is known about the role of alcohol and drug use in the 
African HIV/AIDS epidemic.  
 

The papers in this issue of the journal are a first coordinated attempt to address this 
gap in our understanding of the direct and indirect links between substance use and HIV 
infection based on research conducted in seven countries – Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania and Zambia. 

 
This is the second time a full issue of this journal has been devoted to a topic of 

significant contemporary relevance. The first was the immediate past issue (Volume 5, 
Number 1) which focused on alcohol policy in Africa at a time when many countries in 
the region are experiencing rapid increases in per capita consumption of alcohol and in 
alcohol-related problems. A special issue of this or any other journal provides a forum 
for concentrated attention on any topic of current interest, but we hope that this effort 
will also serve as a catalyst for more work on this important topic. 

 
The publication of these thematic issues of the journal has been made possible by a 

grant from the IOGT-NTO, Sweden, through a collaborative arrangement with the 
journal Nordic Studies on Alcohol and Drugs (NAT). We are grateful to the IOGT-NTO 
and NAT for this support and that of the Alcohol and Drug Research Group of the 
Medical Research Council (MRC), Cape Town, South Africa. 

 
In response to the Council of Science Editors’ call for a Global Theme Issue on 

Poverty and Human Development we are planning a special issue on “Substance abuse, 
poverty and human development in Africa” for publication in October 2007. More than 
100 other scholarly journals across the world have signed on to this initiative and we are 
happy to be part of it. We hope you will submit a paper for publication in this special 
issue. Established researchers are also encouraged to suggest topics deserving of special 
attention and to serve as guest editors for future special issues. 

 
The journal continues to seek high quality submissions from researchers working on 

any aspect of psychoactive substance use and abuse with a focus on Africa and Africans 
in the diaspora. We are happy with the response to our new look and the overall quality 
of the journal and look forward to greater support and encouragement from you and 
your organization. 

 
I. S. Obot 

Editor-in-chief 
E-mail: isobot@post.harvard.edu
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	Table 2. Primary substances used (drug users, N=4565) 
	Drug Risk Behaviours 

	HIV Prevalence and Referral to Services 
	HIV prevalence for NIDU and IDU was available in Mombasa through tests carried out on 1000 drug users tested at the drop-in centre, through mobile HIV testing and through a clinical site that provides HIV care. Of 1000 drug users tested, 862 (86.2%) were NIDUs, and 138 (13.8%) were IDUs. Nearly one third (31.2%, 43/138) of IDUs and 6.3% (54/862) of NIDUs in Mombasa were HIV positive. Additional programme data from Mombasa indicated that 2508 drug users were referred to HIV testing and counselling and that 1546 drug users received counselling and testing. Ninety one percent (1408/1546) of those tested were men and 21.5% (332/1546) were IDUs. 
	 
	 
	Beckerleg S, M Telfer and A Sadiq (2006) A Rapid Assessment of Heroin use in Mombasa, Kenya. Substance Use and Misuse, 41(6-7): 1029-1044. 
	Beckerleg S. (2006) What harm? Kenyan and Ugandan Perspectives on Khat. African Affairs, 105(419): 219-241. 
	ABSTRACT 

	 
	 
	 
	Serological testing: The basis and procedure for the tests was explained to respondents following the completion of the survey questionnaire. Respondents were assured of the anonymity and confidentiality before collection of 5mls of venous blood in appropriate blood bottles from subjects who gave verbal consent. The majority of respondents readily gave their consent, although five declined to do so in Lagos (Adelekan et al., 2000). Those who declined cited a phobia for needles or injections (Adelekan et al., 2000) or in the case of Kano, fear that the field workers were government agents who wanted to inject them with HIV virus (Lawal et al., 2003). The testing was anonymous and unlinked to their names. However, the results were linked to the survey questionnaire through the use of common code numbers. The double Elisa method was employed to test for antibodies to HIV in all three studies. 
	 
	Lagos
	Port 
	Harcourt
	Kano
	Ibadan
	Calabar
	(2) Developing and strengthening national alcohol policies and legislation, with existing and new evidence, and with a particular emphasis on those activities that are most likely to have success in the shorter term; 
	(3) Education and training of health care and allied professionals; 
	(4) Community empowerment and mobilization; 
	(5) Policy research and programme evaluation activities; 
	(6) Treatment, rehabilitation and brief interventions in health care settings, to improve access and address resource and capacity challenges. 
	(1) The establishment of guidelines, norms and standards for policy development; 
	(2) The identification of potentially effective policies, with particular attention being paid to non-commercially produced beverages, and unrecorded alcohol; 
	(3) The provision of technical support (and capacity building) for the development of national policies; 
	(4) The organising of high level meetings on alcohol in the region for advocacy and increasing commitment of member states, including the involvement of the African Union; 
	(5) The mobilisation of resources with support from WHO Headquarters and other sources. 

	The objectives of the session were to describe the prevalence rates, risk factors, and issues regarding alcohol use, risk behaviours, and HIV prevention for persons in military and uniformed services; and to share potential strategies for addressing the unique challenges for this at-risk population. 
	 
	Instructions to Contributors 
	 
	Content. The African Journal of Drug & Alcohol Studies is a publication of the African Centre for Research and Information on Substance Abuse (CRISA). The Journal publishes original research, evaluation studies, case reports, review articles and book reviews of high scholarly standards. Papers submitted for publication may address any aspect of psychoactive substance use in Africa, including epidemiology, prevention, treatment, psychopharmacology, health and socio-economic issues, drug trafficking, and drug law and policy. The term “substance” is used here to cover all psychotropic and addictive drugs, for example, alcohol, tobacco, cannabis, inhalants, cocaine, heroin, etc., and traditional substances used in different parts of Africa (e.g., kola nuts and khat). The Journal is particularly interested in manuscripts that report an association between substance use and other social and health-related problems, e.g., HIV/AIDS, crime and violence, injury, accidents, physical and mental health problems. 
	 
	Manuscript. Authors are required to prepare manuscripts in accordance with the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th edition). All components of the manuscript should be double-spaced, including title page, abstract, references, author note, acknowledgement, and appendixes. Authors are encouraged to keep manuscripts as concise as possible, with a length of 15 pages or less, including tables, figures, and references. Unless absolutely necessary, tables and figure should not be more than three. Every manuscript must include an abstract containing a maximum of 120 words, typed on a separate page. The full name address, telephone number and e-mail address of the corresponding author should be shown on the cover page. 






