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Firearms overshadowed all other external causes of
non-natural deaths, accounting for 27.6% of deaths
(Figure 8). There was a difference of more than 700
deaths between the total number of firearm deaths
and deaths due to the four different categories of
motor vehicle collisions combined.

Figure 8. External causes of non-natural death, 2001 (N
= 25 361).

4 . 1  E X T E R N A L C A U S E S O F
N O N - N A T U R A L D E A T H B Y S E X
For both sexes gunshots were the major external
cause of death. However, the percentage of firearm
deaths was twice that for any other cause for males.
For females it was only 2% more than motor vehicle
collision (MVC) pedestrian deaths. Furthermore, the
percentage of males killed by firearms was more
than double the females. The percentage of male
deaths also outnumbered that for females for sharp
objects, blunt objects, hangings, driver MVCs, bicy-
cle/motorcycle collisions and railway cases. Second
and third causes of death for males were sharp
objects and pedestrian MVCs; for females they were
pedestrian MVCs and burns. The percentage of
burn deaths in females greatly outnumbered that for
males - by 6.5%. Figure 9 shows the external causes
of death for males and females.

4 . 2  E X T E R N A L C A U S E S O F
N O N - N A T U R A L D E A T H B Y A G E
In children aged 1 to 4, burns and drowning were
the most frequent cause of death, while from 5 to
14 years of age pedestrian injuries were the major
cause. For the 15 to 64-year age range firearms
were the major cause of injury deaths, followed by
sharp instruments for 15 to 44-year- olds, and
pedestrian MVCs for those aged 45 to 64 years.
Among those 65 years and older pedestrian injuries

followed by firearms were the most frequent causes
of death. Deaths in infants younger than 1 year
included fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths. These
included abortions and concealment of birth or
abandoned babies, and accounted for 22.6% of
deaths in those younger than 1 year. Table IV dis-
plays the frequency ranking of the top 10 external
causes by age group.

CHAPTER 4. EXTERNAL CAUSES OF
NON-NATURAL DEATH
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Table IV. Ten leading external causes of non-natural death by age, 2001.
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Figure 9. External causes of non-natural death by sex, 2001 (N = 25 040).




